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P R O F E S S O R  Z A H R A  A L I

Zahra Ali is Assistant Professor of Sociology at Rutgers University-Newark, and leads the Critical 
Studies of Iraq initiative that centers knowledge making from social scientists and feminists in 
Iraq.

As a sociologist, her research explores the dynamics of women and gender, race, and class, as 
well as social and political movements concerning Islam(s), the Middle East, and contexts of war 
and conflict with a focus on contemporary Iraq. She is interested in (racial) capitalism, (post)
coloniality, decolonial, and transnational feminisms as well as critical knowledge production and 
epistemologies, especially about global and public sociology. 

Her book Women and Gender in Iraq  is a sociology of women, gender, and feminisms in 
contemporary Iraq drawing from transnational and postcolonial feminist theory and based on 
work conducted in the country following the US invasion and occupation.

Ali is currently working on a new book Uprisings and the Political Imagination, that shifts the 
dominant lens of social theory in analyzing mass protests away from a binary approach of 
power/resistance by looking at "the political" from the point of view of life, space, violence, and 
emancipation.

Email: z.ali@rutgers.edu

P R O F E S S O R  S A T H S  C O O P E R

Saths Cooper is President of the Pan-African Psychology Union and a stalwart of the Black 
Consciousness Movement and was a close comrade of the late Steve Biko. He was elected as 
publicity secretary of the Black Peoples Convention at its founding conference in 1973 and has 
been banned, house-arrested, and jailed for 9 years – spending 6 years on Robben Island. After 
his release in 1981, he joined the Azanian Peoples Organisation (AZAPO) and served at different 
times as vice-president and President. He is a graduate of the Universities of SA, Witwatersrand, 
and Boston, where he obtained his PhD in Clinical/Community Psychology.

He was the first Black chair of the regulatory Professional Board for Psychology at the Health 
Professions Council of SA and is also a former Vice-Chancellor of the University of Durban-
Westville. He holds professorial appointments at the Universities of Pretoria and Stellenbosch 
and is a Past President of the International Union of Psychological Science.

M S  F I O R E L L A  I S A B E L

International journalist and correspondent. Fiorella Isabel is a host at Russia Today and the Convo 
Couch.

Email: fiorellaisabel007@gmail.com 

M S  K E K E L E T S O  K H E N A  ( F A C I L I T A T O R )

Kekeletso Khena is the Deputy President of AZAPO, an intersectional feminist, indigenous 
knowledge, and social activist. Kekeletso is inspired by the philosophy of ubu(Ntu) a belief that 
we are born to be of service to each other, which drives her social activism, entrepreneurship, 
and her commitment to spreading the healing gospel of Black Consciousness to ensure the 
liberation of Azania and her people.

Email: kekeletsok@gmail.com


